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Abstract

The Byzantine trade privileges granted to Italian cities in general, and Venice and Genoa in
particular, formed the core of the relationship between the empire and these two cities.
Competition was fierce between Venice and Genoa for these privileges, seeking material
gains, while the empire's motive and driving force was to confront external threats, as in its
confrontation with the Normans. The privileges granted to both parties were distributed over
several years, with Venice outperforming Genoa in obtaining them due to the former's desire,
vision, capabilities, and great ambition. This was reflected in commercial activity in the
Black Sea, where Venice established a number of commercial settlements, seeking to
establish a foothold in that sea, which had been closed to their merchants in previous periods.

Keywords: Privileges, Trade, Venice, Genoa.
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